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FUNDING

Chamber has education as its bedrock

ROGER BAXTER members support the idea of and through the chamber — support for more than 6,000 University, and have made R37bn in 2015. Attempting to
quality, relevant and accessible have consistently over many students at tertiary institutions. further contributions to its place any further burden on the
he Chamber of tertiary education. Of course, decades played a part. As we Over the past five years, extensions, maintenance and sector would be very difficult in
Mines, the focus of quality and accessible have conveyed to students in chamber members have the purchase of basic equipment  this challenging environment.
Friday’s student preschooling, primary and our response to their supported about 12,500 students  for tuition purposes. Indeed, given that the country is
march in secondary education is the memorandum delivered to us by providing full bursaries to in a slow-growth environment,
Johannesburg, has foundational structure of any about two weeks ago, they have  study at various tertiary Recently, the industry it is also important that further
seemingly been identified by student’s tertiary education. supported higher education institutions. This is in addition to  contributed to infrastructure taxation demands are not placed
student leadership as a symbolic  So, considerations around infrastructure developments, scholarships for the children of upgrades to the Doornfontein on the corporate sector as this
representative of South African quality and resourcing are as provided bursaries and their own employees. campus of the University of will impede much needed
business, which is seen as a vital in these spheres as they are  scholarships, supported Johannesburg. higher investment and growth.
promising source of the funding  in tertiary education. These are teaching and administrative During the same time period,
required to fulfil the demand for ~ among the difficult issues that costs and sponsored many 5,500 students and graduates This has happened in the ‘We believe tertiary education
free tertiary education. In the have to be grappled with, and thousands of students at tertiary ~ participated in mining industry context of tough economic should be funded properly by
circumstances, some are among many other social educational institutions across ‘workplace experiential learning circumstances for the mining government, with contributions
perspectives from us on the considerations, in an SA. The industry is improving programmes and were industry. Between 1990 and from the corporate sector and
issue would seem appropriate. environment of economic primary and secondary provided with learnerships and 2015, the mining sector’s real sliding scale contributions from
scarcity in which free education,  education at many thousands of ~ internships in workplaces. In GDP shrank by 2.9%. In 2014 students. The funding model
The industry has a long while an inspiring aspiration for - schools, and also provides total, 18,000 students have been  and 2015, the mining sector was  should allow poorer families
history in the provision of many, still seems a long way off.  bridging support to enable supported over a five-year the only sector in the economy access to tertiary education on a
education, particularly tertiary students from all backgrounds period, at a cost of more than to be loss-making, racking up sustainable basis.
education. The University of the Mining companies — directly o access higher education. R1.6bn. About RISOm of this losses of RI0bn in 2014 and
Witwatersrand’s history goes amount was spent in supporting University education is not
back to the establishment of the In 2015, in addition to the lecturers in the mining free, and its funding needs to be
South African School of Mines (MINING) INDUSTRY RI13bn paid in taxes and engineering-related faculties THE INDUSTRY IS appropriately prioritised. We
in Kimberley in 1896, which PROVIDES BRIDGING royalties, the industry paid Rlbn  at universities. IMPROVING PRIMARY agree that the broader business
moved to Johannesburg in 1904 e = to the skills levy and spent a community, as represented by
to become the Transvaal SUPPORT TO ENABLE further 5% of payroll on skills The chamber and its AND SECONDARY Business Unity SA, should be
Technical Institute before STUDENTS FROM ALL development, as required by the  members have funded the EDUCATION AT MANY  part of the talks related to the
adopting its current name BACKGROUNDS TO Mining Charter. That represents  building of a number of faculies  §CHOOLS, AND ALSO challenges in higher education.
in1922. a R5bn investment in skills at various universities, such as -
ACCESS HIGHER development and education the Chamber of Mines’ Mining PROVIDES BRIDGING ® Baxter is CEO of the
The chamber and its EDUCATION projects including financial Engineering Building at Wits SUPPORT Chamber of Mines.
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